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How does this software upgrade affect you? 
 Upgrade on June 17, 2011

T
he United States Bankruptcy Court for the
Northern District of Alabama will upgrade
to the latest version of the CM/ECF

software, Release 4.1, beginning on Friday, June 17,
2011. We want to provide as much information as
possible to our filers prior to this important upgrade.

Password Security Enhancements

A
ll CM/ECF users will be required to
change their passwords to comply with
new security standards upon the first login

after the upgrade. Upon login, you will be presented
with a message informing you of these changes.
Clicking the link in the message will allow you to
change your password to meet the new standards.
Each password must contain a minimum of eight
characters, both upper and lower case alphabetic
characters, and at least one digit or special character
[e.g., 0-9, @, #, $, %, &, *, +, :].

In addition to the password changes, users will be
locked out for five minutes after five invalid login
attempts are made on a particular account. Each
successive invalid attempt will involve another
lockout period that will be one minute longer than the
previous lockout period. 

If you use any automated software to log in to
CM/ECF, remember to update the password
information used by the software when you change
your CM/ECF password.

Internet Browsers

R
elease 4.1 has been tested and works
correctly with Firefox 3.5 and Internet
Explorer 7 and 8.  Mozilla Firefox 2 and

Internet Explorer 6 are no longer supported. 

Reports, Queries and Calendar Events

N
ow, upon running a “Cases Report” you
will notice the following changes. This
report can be filtered by attorney name or

Bar ID.  It can also be created for pro se cases only. 
A message appears across the top of the screen
informing filers there is now a thirty-one day range
limit for the report.  

When a name search is made from the query
menu, additional information is now displayed on the
results page to allow the user to select the correct
case. Queries can be conducted with a single character
in the last name field. A new “View Document” link
has been added to the query menu which allows you
to enter a document number for the case currently
being viewed and go directly to the PDF.  This will
save time because you will not have to display the
docket sheet for the case, then click on the hyperlink
of the PDF you wish to view if you already know the
docket number.

A warning message has been added to the Query
search screen informing filers there is no thirty-page
PACER billing cap on the results page.  Another new
feature found under the Query menu is a section
entitled, “Other Filings by Same Debtor(s),” which is
found by clicking on “Associated Cases.”  

Adversary Proceedings

W
hen filing an adversary proceeding,
attorneys will no longer be prompted to
add themselves as the filer.  The filer of

an adversary proceeding will not have the capability
to add the defendant’s attorney during the filing
process.  The [Attorney] button no longer appears.
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